
NINE COUPLES AND ONE SINGLE COMING TOGETHER  

TO WORK ON COMPLETION OF THEIR MASTERS DEGREES  

AND FURTHER PREPARE FOR A LIFE IN INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS 

MIKE PALMER MINISTRIES HEADS TO SPAIN  

 

I am writing this to explain what I am doing going to Spain for eleven days.  Let me begin by explaining 

something very few people even know about.   

 

Southeastern Seminary and the International Mission Board have a program through which young adults that 

are called to International Missions can go to Southeastern Seminary, and accelerate their experience of 

actually being on the international mission field even before they have finished their Masters degree work.  It 

is called the TWO Plus TWO program.  Students can come to Southeastern Seminary and work on their 

Masters degree for two years (it normally takes three on campus years … or more).  But in this TWO plus 

TWO program they can attend SEBTS for two years and then they can go the international mission field for 

two more years while earning their degree!  This way these young adults can get a “jump start” on their field 

experience and learning and be even better prepared once they finish their degree.  This January 6 – 20, ten 

of those “missionary units” are gathering in Madrid, Spain for two weeks of intensive study and completion of 

assignments and class work.  They will be bringing actual “case studies” from their own experience in the field 

related to the cross-cultural communication challenges.  They are in class together each day from about 8:30 

AM until after 4:30 PM daily.  It is no vacation!  Many of these young adults will spend a huge amount of their 

adults lives on the international mission field.  They are on the Gospel “front lines.”   

 

So why am I going to be with them?  I am glad you asked that question.  One of the greatest needs these 

young missionaries have is the need for practical strategic encouragement from individuals and churches here 

at home.  I was speaking with Dr. Chuck Lawless about this about a month ago; he told me that the need for 

missionary support is huge.  He expressed much gladness that I was going to invest in these young adults.  

But I hope to do much more than that.  Below is a brief list of potential actions that can be taken in the 

months and years to come to support and engage these young adults and work with them as they engage the 

culture where they are.   

 

1. Churches and individuals can “take on” one of these couples and decide to be a mission partner with them 

as they extend themselves for the gospel overseas.   

2. This support could take on many forms, but it would be essential that it be genuine and ongoing and will 

require some effort on the part of the churches (and individuals in those churches) that decide to be a 

long-term missional partner.  It would be best if someone could invest some time in learning about the 

culture and challenges of cross-cultural communication in the particular setting.  And it would be good to 

know the whole family and express genuine interest in each member of the family.  

3. Mission trips to support the missionary’s efforts there could be made as long as the team is coming at the 

request of the missionary and will actually assist the work there as instructed.  This will help not only the 

missionary, but will also help the entire team (and the churches represented).  The challenges of cross-

cultural communication on the mission field will actually help people see more clearly the challenges they 

face in their own church setting.   

4. One or more churches could partner with the same mission family and do mission trips together with a few 

people from each church cooperating together over time and choosing to partner together so they can 

insure a more solid “backup” – since they may not have a large enough group in their own church to carry 

the load.  But each church could “feel” like they have someone on the mission field that is their “charge” 

and could use that person as a resource person to help teach their church about the global gospel 

challenge we face.   



5. These missionaries come back to the US for a furlough every four years or so.  A church or group of 

churches could take some actions that would help the furloughing family very much.  This is one area 

often left out of the church’s thinking and could be a great help.   

6. The thing that I most like is being a partner with the missionary in the gospel work on the field.  Learning 

as much as you can about what he/she is facing is such a wonderful thing.  It gives depth to one’s life, and 

actually promotes spiritual growth and power.  But of course, that comes as we realize our knowledge is 

not enough and we must operate on God’s Grace and Power.  The challenges of learning about the mission 

setting are far outweighed by the results in the lives of the ones partnering with these wonderful 

missionaries.   

 

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT THESE YOUNG FAMILIES ARE GOING FOR THE GOSPEL AND THEY NEED US!  

 

When I come back, I will have some names and places of service for about ten “mission units” – families and 

individuals that have surrendered to God’s call to go wherever He leads with the gospel.  Oh, my friend, how 

can we sit here?  My goal in going is to get to know each one of these families and love them in Jesus’ name.  

And I want to bring their names back to our Roanoke area and ask some Pastors and Churches to come 

together and take on these people as our International Mission Partners for the short-term and mid-term 

future in our lives.  I certainly want to stay engaged personally with each of them, but my purpose is to give 

these precious families away to you!  I want to facilitate some mission trips to their respective places of 

service and take some of you from various churches with me.  And of course, you can certainly take on one or 

more and go yourself and partner with them.  Whatever you want to do is fine, but if you need me to help you 

get going then I am here for you.  I am willing to meet with any pastor, go to his church and explain to some 

of his interested people what they can do if they are so led.  So, this mission trip to Madrid Spain will be just 

the beginning of what I hope will be a process where the Lord calls churches, pastors, and people out to help 

these missionary families as a way of life!  I leave Saturday afternoon January 6th; I arrive Sunday morning 

there at about 8:30 AM to the airport.  I will begin to meet and connect with them Sunday night.  They are in 

class daily Monday through Friday for two weeks straight.  They only have one Saturday free; again, it is not a 

vacation, it is work. Their class work is in two main areas: Spiritual formation and practices for the missionary 

and Cross-Cultural Communication.  I have been doing some reading on this and it is a very complex and 

difficult.  But it is one that must be grasped if any of the IMB missionaries are going to succeed at their Gospel 

mission.  Professors Greg Mathias, Scott Hildreth, and President Danny Akin will be present to teach them.  I 

will share some devotional time from God’s Word.  But my joy will be just getting to know and love them and 

begin to understand their challenges.  And in that context, I want to express appreciation to the unique 

contribution of each missionary family to our global mission.  Then I want to ask them about their willingness 

to have churches and people like you to come alongside them for future collaboration.  I feel certain that they 

will all want to do that. 

 

So as mission trips go, the results of this one will be seen in the lives of lost people all around the globe.  We 

have people coming who are serving in Poland, Cambodia, China, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Lebanon, and places 

unnamed.  You who have actually read this now know more than most what you have to do.  We – all who 

feel the burden to the nations that these young people received from the Lord – we can come together to 

support these families and we can help them as they impact lives for Jesus globally.  We can leave a Gospel 

legacy!  Now I ask you: who would not want to do that?!  Give me a call 540-798-9824 or text; or email 

revmike1@cox.net after I return.  I will buy the lunch!  It will be my joy to give these people away to churches 

who want to make global and local difference for the Gospel.  Hey, I love you all!   
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